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1. Sermon on the Mount (abridged)

Mt 5.1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor  
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall  
be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst  for righteousness, for they shall  be satisfied. 7  Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see  
God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. 10 Blessed 
are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11  Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil  
against you falsely because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Lk 6.24  "But woe to you that are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25 Woe to 
you that are full now, for you shall hunger. Woe to you that laugh now, for you shall mourn 
and weep. 26 Woe to you, when all men speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the  
false prophets. 

27 "But I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless  
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To him who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from him who takes away your coat do not withhold even  
your shirt. 30 Give to every one who begs from you; and of him who takes away your  
goods do not ask them again. 31 And as you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. 

32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those  
who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to  



you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to  
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.  
35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return;  and your  
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful  
and the selfish. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

37 "Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;  
forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.  For the measure 
you give will be the measure you get back." 

Mt 5.13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be  
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot  
by men. 

14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Nor do men light a  
lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 Let  
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your  
Father who is in heaven. 

...20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,  
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

"So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled  
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  

... 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28 But I say to you  
that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in  
his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better  
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.  30 And  
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better that you lose  
one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.  

31 "It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.'  
32  But  I  say  to  you  that  every  one  who divorces  his  wife,  except  on  the  ground  of  
unchastity, makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits  
adultery. 

... 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I  
say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn  
to him the other also; 40 and if any one would sue you and take your coat, let him have  
your cloak as well; 41 and if any one forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42  
Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from you. 

43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  
44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that  
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and  
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love  



you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you  
salute only your brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles  
do the same? 48 You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Mt 6.14 "...if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; 
15 but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. 

... 19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and  
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where  
neither moth nor rust  consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

... 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or  
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon  
[wealth, money]. 

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you  
shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the  
body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor  
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value  
than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life?  28 
And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and  
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little faith?  
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 
'What shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father  
knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all  
these things shall be yours as well. 

34 "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.  
Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day. 

Mt 7.1 "Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will  
be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do you see the 
speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or  
how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the 
log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you  
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 

6 "Do not give dogs what is holy; and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them under foot and turn to attack you.

7 "Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 8 For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it  
will be opened. 9 Or what man of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  
10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how  
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give  



good things to those who ask him! 12 So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do  
so to them; for this is the law and the prophets. 

13  "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to  
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is  
hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

15  "Beware of  false  prophets,  who come to  you in  sheep's  clothing but  inwardly  are 
ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns,  
or figs from thistles? 17 So, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil  
fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every  
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will  
know them by their fruits. 

21 "Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he  
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me,  
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do  
many mighty works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you;  
depart from me, you evildoers.' 

24 "Every one then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house upon the rock; 25 and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  
26 And every one who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a  
foolish man who built his house upon the sand; 27 and the rain fell, and the floods came,  
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it." 

28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 
for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

2. Other Sayings of Jesus

Mt 8.26 "Why are you afraid, O men of little faith?" 

Mt 10.16   "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of  wolves; so be cunning as  
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men; for they will deliver you over to courts,  
and scourge you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and 
kings for my sake, to bear testimony before them and the pagans....21 Brother will deliver 
up brother to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and  
have them put to death; 22 and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But he who 
endures to the end will be saved." 

Mt 10.28  "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him  
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  
And not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father's will. 30 But even the  
hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than  
many  sparrows.  32  So  every  one  who  acknowledges  me  before  men,  I  also  will  
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before men, I 
also will deny before my Father who is in heaven." 



34 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace,  
but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against  
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man's foes will be  
those of his own household. 37 He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and he who  
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me."  

Mt 11.28  "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 
will  find  rest  for  your  souls.  30  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  light."

Mt 12.30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me  
scatters." 

Mt 12.34 "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man out of his 
good treasure brings forth good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  
36 I tell you, on the day of judgment men will render account for every careless word they 
utter;  37  for  by  your  words  you  will  be  justified,  and  by  your  words  you  will  be  
condemned." 

Mt 12.39 "An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign."

Mt 16.13 (Confession of Peter and the Primacy)  Now when Jesus came into the district 
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do men say that the Son of man is?" 14 
And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter replied, 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father  
who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you,  you are Peter  [Aramaic: "kepha", Greek: "cephas": 
"rock"],  and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell  shall not prevail  
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on  
earth shall  be  bound in  heaven,  and whatever you loose  on earth  shall  be loosed in  
heaven."

Mt 16.24  Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any man would come after me, let him deny  
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose  
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 "For what does it profit a man, if  
he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his own soul? Or what exchange shall a  
man give for his soul?" 

Mt 19.3 And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of  a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of  God."  25 When the 
disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" 26 But 
Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but  with God all  
things are possible." 

Mt 24.11  "Many false prophets will arise and lead  many astray."



Mt 26.24  "The Son of man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the 
Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born." 

Mk 5.36 "Do not fear, only believe." 

Mk 16.16  "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will  
be condemned." 

Mt 28.10 "Do not be afraid." 

Lk 8.23  ..."If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross  
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; and whoever loses  
his life for my sake, he will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole  
world and loses or forfeits his soul? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of  
him will the Son of man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father 
and of the holy angels." 

Lk 10.38 (Martha and Mary) ...he entered a village; and a woman named Martha received 
him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and 
listened to his teaching.40 But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went to 
him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then 
to  help  me."  41  But  the  Lord  answered  her,  "Martha,  Martha,  you  are  anxious  and 
troubled about many things; 42 but only one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the better  
portion, which shall not be taken away from her."

Lk 12.4  "I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have no  
more that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has 
killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear him!" ... 8 "And I tell you, every one 
who acknowledges me before men, the Son of man also will acknowledge before the angels  
of God; 9 but he who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God." 

Lk 13.3  "...unless you repent you will all likewise perish."

Lk 13.23  And some one said to him, "Lord, will those who are saved be few?" And he said 
to them, 24 "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and  
will not be able. 25 When once the householder has risen up and shut the door, you will  
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, open to us.' He will answer  
you, 'I do not know where you come from.' 26 Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and  
drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.' 27 But he will say, 'I tell you, I do 
not know where you come from; depart from me, all you workers of iniquity!'"

Lk 14.11  "Every one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will  
be exalted."

Lk 14.27 "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple."

Lk 16.13 No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 



mammon [money]." 14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they 
scoffed at him. 15 But he said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts; for what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight  
of God." 

Lk 19.41 And when he drew near and saw the city [Jerusalem] he wept over it, 42 saying, 
"If only today you knew what would bring you peace! But now it is hidden from your eyes. 
43 For the days shall come upon you, when your enemies will raise up siege work about 
you and surround you, and hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you 
and your children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon another in you; 
because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." 

Lk 21.19  "By patient endurance you will save your souls."

Lk 21.34  "But take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day [of judgment]come upon you suddenly 
like a trap; 35 for it will come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. 36 But 
watch at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape the tribulations that will  
take place, and to stand with confidence before the Son of man." 

Jn 5.13  "Sin no more, that nothing worse befall you."

Jn 7.7  "The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify of it that its works are  
evil." 

Jn 8.24  "You will die in your sins unless you believe that I am he." ...  28 ...When you have 
lifted up the Son of man [on the cross], then you will know that I am he...31 If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will  
make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham, and have never 
been in bondage to any one. How is it that you say, 'You will be made free'?" 34 Jesus 
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, every one who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

Jn 9.39 "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that 
those who see may become blind." 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this, and they 
said to him, "Are we also blind?" 41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have 
no guilt; but now that you say, 'We see,' your guilt remains."

Jn 11.25 "I am the resurrection and the life;  he who believes in me, though he die, yet 
shall he live, 26 and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. 

Jn 12.24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it  
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life  
loses it, and he who hates [or is not attached to] his life in this world will keep it for  
eternal life."

Jn 12.47  "I did not come to condemn the world but to save the world. 48 Whoever rejects  
me and does not accept my words has something [else] to judge him: the word that I spoke,  
it will condemn him on the last day..."



Jn 15.1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch of mine that  
bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may  
bear more fruit.... 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,  
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you  
are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for  
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a  
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If  
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done  
for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my  
disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep  my  commandments,  you  will  abide  in  my  love,  just  as  I  have  kept  my Father's  
commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full." 12 "This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay  
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you."

Jn 15.18  "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I  
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I  
said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.'  If they persecuted me, they will  
persecute you..." 

Jn 16.20  "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice;  
you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is in labor she  
has sorrow, because her hour has come; but when she is delivered of the child, she no  
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a child is born into the world.  So you have  
sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take  
your joy from you. ....  33 I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

Jn 18.37 "For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to 
the truth. Every one who is on the side of truth listens to my voice." 

3. Parable of the Sower

Mk 4.3 "Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the  
path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it had  
not much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil; 6 and when the  
sun rose it was scorched, and since it had no root it withered away. 7 Other seed fell  
among thorns and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other  
seeds fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding 
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold." 9 And he said, "He who has ears to hear, let  
him hear." 10 And when he was alone, those who were about him with the twelve asked 
him concerning the parables. 11 And he said to them. ..14 "The sower sows the word [of  
God] 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown; when they hear,  
Satan immediately comes and takes away the word which is sown in them. 16 And these in  
like  manner  are  the  ones  sown  upon  rocky  ground,  who,  when they  hear  the  word,  
immediately receive it with joy; 17 and they have no root in themselves, but endure for a  



while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately  
they fall away.  18 And others are the ones sown among thorns; they are those who hear  
the word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the delight in riches, and the desire for other  
things, enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown 
upon the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold 
and sixtyfold and a hundredfold." 

Lk 8.4 And when a great crowd came together and people from town after town came to 
him, he said in a parable: 5 "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell  
along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And  
some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7  
And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 8 And some fell  
into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold."  As he said this, he called out, "He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear." 9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable 
meant, 10 he said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but  
for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not  
understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along 
the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from  
their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those  
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a  
while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches  
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 And as for that in the good soil,  
they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring 
forth fruit with patience." 

4. Parable of the Prodigal Son

Lk 15.1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes murmured,  saying,  "This man receives  sinners and eats  with 
them." 3 So he told them this parable: ... 11 "There was a man who had two sons; 12 and 
the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that falls to  
me.' And he divided his living between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son  
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in loose living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that  
country, and he began to be in want. 15 So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens  
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have fed  
on  the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to  
himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare,  
but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him,  
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be  
called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his  
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran  
and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him,  'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 But the  
father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand, and shoes on his feet; 23 and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat  



and make merry; 24 for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is  
found.' And they began to make merry. 25 Now his elder son was in the field; and as he  
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the 
servants and asked what this meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' 28 But  
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he 
answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your  
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But  
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him  
the fatted calf!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is  
yours. 32 It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is  
alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

5. Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

Lk 16.13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the  
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and  
mammon [money, wealth]." 14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, 
and they scoffed at him. 15 But he said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves  
before men, but God knows your hearts; for what is exalted among men is an abomination  
in the sight of God." 

19 "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted  
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, 21 
who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's  
bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he called 
out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger  
in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Son, 
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner  
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this,  
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from  
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.' 27 And he said, 'Then I  
beg you, father, to send him to my father's house, 28 for I have five brothers, so that he  
may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They  
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; 
but if some one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do 
not hear Moses [the moral law] and the prophets [the need to be converted], neither will  
they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.'"

6. Parable of the Good Shepherd

Lk 15.1 "Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with 
them." 3 So he told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one 
which is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,  



rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors,  
saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell  
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance." 

Jn 10.14  "I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, 15 as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other  
sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I  
lay down my life, that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of  
my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; this charge  
I have received from my Father." .... 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and  
they follow me; 28 and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them out of my hand." 

7. Parable of the Vine and the Branches

Jn 15.1  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch of mine that  
bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may  
bear more fruit. ... 4 ...As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do  
nothing. 6 If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the  
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my  
words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this my  
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the 
Father  has  loved  me,  so  have  I  loved  you;  abide  in  my  love.  10  If  you  keep  my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and  
that your joy may be full." 

8. Other Parables

Mt 13.24 Another parable he put before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while men were sleeping, his  
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 So when the plants  
came  up and  bore  grain,  then the  weeds  appeared  also.  27  And the  servants  of  the  
householder came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then  
has it weeds?' 28 He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him,  
'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 29 But he said, 'No; lest in gathering the 
weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest;  
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles  
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'" ....

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, 
"Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 37 He answered, "He who sows the 
good seed is the Son of man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed means the sons of  
the kingdom; the weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is  



the devil; the harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the 
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41 The Son of  
man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all  
evildoers, 42 and throw them into the furnace of fire; there men will weep and gnash their  
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who  
has ears, let him hear. 

44 "The kingdom of heaven is like  treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

47 "Again,  the kingdom of  heaven is  like  a  net  which  was  thrown into  the  sea and 
gathered fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 
sorted the good into vessels but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the close of the age.  
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous, 50 and throw them into  
the furnace of fire; there men will weep and gnash their teeth. 

Lk 6.41: Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log  
that is in your own eye? 42: Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out  
the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye?  
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take  
out the speck that is in your brother's eye. 43 "For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again  
does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not  
gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good man out of  
the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure  
produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 46 "Why do you call  
me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you? 47 Every one who comes to me and hears my  
words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a  man building a 
house, who dug deep, and laid the foundation upon rock; and when a flood arose, the  
stream broke against that house, and could not shake it, because it had been well built. 49 
But he who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground 
without a foundation; against which the stream broke, and immediately it fell, and the ruin  
of that house was great." 

Lk 12.15 "Take care to guard against all greed; for a man's life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich 
man brought forth plentifully; 17 and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?' 18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and 
build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my 
soul, now you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be 
merry.' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21 So is he who lays up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich in what matters to God."

Mk 12.17 "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are  
God's." 

9. Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 



Jn 4.5 ...he came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat 
down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 There came a woman of Samaria to 
draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 10 Jesus 
answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a 
drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water."  11 The 
woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do 
you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, 
and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" 13 Jesus said to her, "Every one 
who drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall  
give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of  
water welling up to eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I 
may not thirst, nor come here to draw." 16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and 
come here." 17 The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are 
right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five husbands, and he whom you  
now have is not your husband; this you said truly."  19 The woman said to him, "Sir,  I 
perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for  
salvation  is  from  the  Jews.  23  But  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The 
woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he 
comes, he will show us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." 

10. Jesus and the Jewish Leaders  

Jn 8.42 "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded and came forth from 
God; I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I  
say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil,  
and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks  
according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But, because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do  
you not believe me? 47 He who is of God hears the words of God; the reason why you do 
not hear them is that you are not of God." ....51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if any one keeps 
my word, he will never see death." ....58 Jesus said to them,  "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I am." 

11. Jesus and the Eucharist

Jn 6.27  "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to  
eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you.... 

Jn 6.48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they  



died. 50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a man may eat of it and not  
die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this bread,  
he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh." 

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh 
to eat?" 53 So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the  
Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; 54 he who eats my flesh and  
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is  
food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood  
abides in me, and I in him. ...63 It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; 

12. Jesus on the Cross 

Lk 23.34 "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."  ....40 "Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for 
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." 42 
And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  43 And he said to 
him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

Jn 19.26 When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he 
said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" 27 Then he said to the disciple, "Behold,  
your mother!" 

13. Resurrection of Jesus
Lk 24.25 "O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and so enter into his glory?" 
....46... "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all 
nations,  

Mt 28.18 "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and  
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and  
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and behold,  
I am with you always, until the end of the age."

14. The Last Judgment

Mt 25.31 "When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will  
separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and 
he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. 34 Then the King will say 
to those at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 37 
Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40 And 



the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me.' 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'Depart from me, 
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he will  
answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not 
to me.' 46 And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life."


