
Mat 24:29-31 (NIV) Immediately after the distress of those days 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' {30} At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. {31} And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. (emphasis added)
 
THINGS TO NOTE:  The changes in the sun, moon and stars are all the same as the Sixth Seal in Revelations, and the same prophecy in Joel of the Old Testament.  This is THE DAY OF THE LORD which is referenced many, many times in Old Testament prophecy.  Whenever scripture says “in that day” or “those day” it is always talking about the end.  At this very time, the sign of Christ will appear in the sky for ALL the nations to see.  Everyone will see it – whatever this sign will be.  They will also KNOW it’s the sign of Christ, causing all people to mourn, even those who ardently have chosen not to believe.  I imagine a lot of people are going to say “oh dear!”  Then, they will see Christ literally descend in the clouds.  Notice there is no mention of the time frame between the sign and the actual return.  Its easy to speculate, its rather immediate, but does it really say that?  Then Christ sends His angels with the sound of a very loud trumpet to gather up every believer.  Again, its easy to speculate this last trump and the gathering of elect follow immediately after His appearance, His returning in the clouds, but it doesn’t necessarily say so.  It is my belief that these are all rather simultaneous events – its happens QUICKLY, as other Scriptures state so. 
 
Mark 13:24-27 (NIV) "But in those days, following that distress, "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; {25} the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' {26} "At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. {27} And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. (emphasis added)
 
Here is Mark’s version of the same speech Christ gave to the question of when will the end occur.  Notice Mark notes that the elect come from the earth and the heavens.
 
Luke 21:25-28 (NIV) "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. {26} Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. {27} At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. {28} When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." (emphasis added)
 
Here is Luke’s version.  He adds even more information about what Christ said.  The oceans will be roaring and tossing.  Intense fear will fall upon the non-faithful who know something exceedingly terrible is about to happen, though not knowing what.  Something profound takes place in the stars, as mentioned repeatedly in many places in the Bible.  And one of the greatest hopes a believer should have is knowing when these things happen.  Simply lift up your head and wait for the redemption from your Lord, the Creator of all things.
 
Acts 2:20-21 NIV) The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. {21} And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' (emphasis added)
 
There it is again – sun turned into darkness, moon becomes blood red – THIS is THE DAY OF THE LORD which is the very day Christ returns, and per the above information, raptures his believers.  Where is the “pre-tribulation” rapture, when it is obvious it occurs at this time of THE DAY OF THE LORD?
 
Rev 6:12-17 (NIV) I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, {13} and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. {14} The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. {15} Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. {16} They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! {17} For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" (emphasis added)
Rev 7:9 (NIV) After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. {10} And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." (emphasis added)
 
Wait – this same sun/moon/star sign is now identified with the SIXTH SEAL in Revelations.  And we see the “shaken” stars fall to the earth, like figs from a wind-blown tree.  The sky rolls up like a scroll.  The mountains and islands are removed.  We see new information about what happens when Christ appears in the sky returning on clouds with obvious overwhelming power.  Look at all the world leaders, by this time open enemies of Christ.  We see them here in America's government, as well as the common citizens of all the countries, all trying to hide in the caves of earth.  All pray to their Mother Earth to hide them from Him, who they now know is The Lamb.   They KNOW this is God, and they KNOW this is HIS judgment.  And there is nothing they can do to stop it, they foolishly think hiding in the rocks will save them. 
 
Luke 17:26-27 (NIV) Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. {27} People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. (emphasis added)
 
I believe this is a dual prophecy.  There are several dual prophecies like this – fulfilled near the time of the writing of the prophecy, and then later fulfilled at the end time.  Solomon tells us in Ecclesiastics that God creates history to show us the future.  What has happened in the past will repeat itself.  In fact, that is the purpose of the first occurrence, to foreshadow the future.
 
As this pertains to the end time, it is a perfect comparison to what was occurring when Noah entered his ark.  No one knew what was about to befall them, they were completely clueless.  At the time of The Day of the Lord / rapture, the non-believers will be so convinced there is no God or trouble ahead that His return will utterly catch them by complete surprise.  No wonder they faint from fear.  OH DEAR indeed!
 
Matt 24:36-39 (NIV) No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. {37} As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. {39} …and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. (emphasis added)
 
This is the same version from Matthew, but notice the key piece of info – no one knows the DAY or HOUR of His return, not even Himself, only God.   Yet in the same explanation elsewhere Christ warns us to watch for the signs of the times.  Lets face it, the underlying reason everyone studies eschatology is to try to determine the time of Christ’s return.  Which is dumb, since we’re told no one knows except God.  Rather, the purpose ought to be to learn the signs of the times, so that we can at least recognize the season in which the end time occurs.  Most true believers recognize we’re probably entering the season – but so did every generation since Christ, and obviously they were all wrong.  Even today, we should know that the end time is in the future, since certain things have not quite happened yet.  But they’re taking shape nonetheless.  So if we don’t know the Day or Hour, we can probably still narrow down the month, maybe even year, at the minimum, the season.  I believe today we can only know the season, and we’re probably entering it, because unlike any time in the past, more prophecies seem to be taking shape than ever before.  As time advances, we’ll probably be able to recognize the year, then finally the month, until the time when all who survive and remain will know its any moment.  This is just a guess though.
 
Luke 17:29-35 (NIV) But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. {30} "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. {31}On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. {32} Remember Lot's wife! {33} Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. {34} I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. {35} Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left."
 
The believer should know what is happening, lift his or her head high, and await his or her redemption.  They should know their Lord returns for them.  They should not get down from the rooftop to gather a coat or anything in their possession from the world.  Lot left Sodom, but his wife left with some regrets, as she left behind things of the world she loved.  She looked back longingly at them, and God turned her into a statue of salt.  She tried to save her old life and lost it.  We who don’t care about this world or a bodily death, find salvation quickly.  This is why I have always disagreed with the military Christians who sell survivalist products and preach to stock up with food and ammo in order to prepare for the Antichrist’s rule.  Doing those things is an attempt to save your life – this passage clearly shows if we do that, we’ll lose our life.  By contrast, if you love your Lord and have assurance that bodily death means nothing, then why waste time, money and resources to preserve your life here on earth? 
 
It is also again stressed how quickly this all occurs.  When the sign of Christ appears, poof, the believer is taken away.  Only the non-believer is left behind to receive God’s wrath.  Over and over we’re told it occurs like a thief in the night – quickly, unexpectedly.  Paul tells us in Thessalonians that believers will not be caught off guard, they will know.  It is the unbeliever who will be caught completely by surprise.
 
Isaiah 13:6-9 (NIV) Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. {7} Because of this, all hands will go limp, every man's heart will melt. {8} Terror will seize them, pain and anguish will grip them; they will writhe like a woman in labor. They will look aghast at each other, their faces aflame. {9} See, the day of the LORD is coming --a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.
 
Isaiah 13:11,13 (NIV) I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless. {13} Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.
 
More info from Isaiah about The Day of the Lord.
 
Amos 8:3-5 (NIV) "In that day," declares the Sovereign LORD, " the songs in the temple will turn to wailing. Many, many bodies--flung everywhere! Silence!" {4} Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land, {5} saying, "When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we may market wheat?"-- skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales
 
There it is again… “In that day…” always refers to the end times and Day of the Lord.  In this example, Amos warns about false religious leaders, specifically here as it applies to the Jewish faith.  By extension, Amos warns all Christians.
 
Joel 2:1-2 (NIV) Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-- {2} a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was of old nor ever will be in ages to come.
 
Joel 2:10-13 (NIV) Before them the earth shakes, the sky trembles, the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars no longer shine. {11} The LORD thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it? {12} 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.' {13} Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.
 
Joel 2:31-32 (NIV) The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. {32} And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance…
 
Joel 3:14-15 (NIV) Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. {15} The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine.
 
Joel is the one who first tells of the sun and the moon and the stars.  Notice how identical all these different references from different prophets are to each other.
 
Matt 24:29-31 (NIV) Immediately after the distress of those days 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' {30} At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. {31}And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
Mark 13:24-27 (NIV) But in those days, following that distress, 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; {25} the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' {26} At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. {27}And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
Luke 21:25-28 (NIV) There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. {26} Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. {27} At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. {28}When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
Acts 2:20-21 (NIV) The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. {21}And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
 
Identical themes everywhere.  Its not that hard to figure out.  God put it in pieces to confound the unbelievers who arrogantly call believers foolish.
 
Rev 6:12-14 (NIV) I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, {13} and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. {14} The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. {15} Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. {16} They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! {17}For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"
Rev 7:3-4 (NIV) "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." {4}Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.
Rev 7:9 (NIV) After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. {10}And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
Rev 7:13-14 (NIV) Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where did they come from?" {14} I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 
There is distinction between the tribulation and God’s wrath.  Here we see the multitudes that come out of the tribulation through death.  Pre tribbers believe they are there because they were raptured, but this is the typical wishful-thinking of American believers, in my humble opinion.  No, these are the martyrs of the tribulation.  The rapture occurs at the conclusion of the tribulation when the Day of the Lord occurs.  The rapture occurs on Day of Christ’s return.
 
1 Thess 5:1 (NIV) Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. (emphasis added)
 
We don’t know the day nor hour, but we should know the “season.”  As a season lasts about three months, we’ll know within a three month time frame.  As I postulated earlier, as the time gets nearer, I suspect we’ll know even more precisely.


